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PRIDE IN OUR YOUTH

Cache Pride Center offers resources to LGBTQ+ teens

Photo by Chantelle McCall
By Miranda Lorenc
STUDENT LIFE COPY EDITOR

When Patrick Ferlin was younger, he lived
in a three-bedroom house with 12 other
people. The young LGBTQ+ man slept on
top of the stairs and worked 14 hours a day at
a local farm.
“There were just a lot of stressful things that
go on, especially when you are a youth who
doesn’t quite know your identity and where
you belong in society,” Ferlin said.
Growing up, Ferlin struggled to understand

why he felt different from the rest of his
community. He grew up in a sheltered
community away from the idea of LGBTQ+
relationships.
“So when I found myself being attracted to
the same sex, I had a really hard time understanding why or even how it was possible,” he
said.
He reached a point where his internal
conflict was eating him alive. That was when
he had his first suicide attempt.
“It was at that moment that I knew that I

needed to reach out, but I didn’t know who to
reach out to,” he said.
Eventually, Ferlin found help at the Cache
Youth Resource Center.
“Even on the first day, they just made me
feel welcome, and accepted, and loved, and
like all of my struggles and worries could just
disappear while I was here,” he said. “I didn’t
have to worry about who would be seeing me
or if anybody knew I was here, I was just part
of a community in which had the same kind
of feelings and struggles that I did.”

Years later, Ferlin had the opportunity to
give back to the community that helped him
through that time of his life where he was
struggling. He became the coordinator for the
Cache Pride Center, formally known as the
CYRC. The center is a safe place for
LGBTQ+ youth and allies, he said.
“It’s just a place for people to come, be
themselves and not be afraid of being who
they are and stuff like that,” he said.
The CPC currently holds weekly meetings
for youths age 14–18. In the near future, they

Track and field win six All-American honors
By Jason Walker
SPORTS SENIOR WRITER

Utah State track and field had six athletes

take home All-American honors in the 2018
NCAA Division I Outdoor Track and Field
Championships in Eugene, Ore. over the
weekend.

The Aggies had six members of the men’s and

women’s track and field and cross country

teams — Brenn Flint, Cierra Simmons, Clay
Lambourne, Dillon Maggard, Sindri Gudmundsson and Spencer Fehlberg — who

competed in the championships, which were

hosted by the University of Oregon.

29:00.76, set by Brian McKenna in 2010.

T-18th, since 2001 (which also tied for 18th)

senior made his final push, going from sixth

(BYU finished T-40th) and the Mountain West

were around 300 meters left, according to

The men’s team had its best overall finish,

and it was the best finish among Utah schools
(New Mexico and Colorado State were both
T-43rd).

The women’s team, which finished tied for

63rd, had two participants at the championships for the first time in program history.

Maggard placed third in the 10,000-meter

with a school-record time of 28:38.36, a time
which shattered the previous USU record of

PHOTO COURTESY OF WADE DENNISTON/USU ATHLETICS
Sophomore Sindri Gudmundsson throws a javelin during the NCAA Outdoor Finals on Wednesday, June 6. Gudmundsson threw a
distance of 73.28m, placing sixth in competition.

With about 600 meters left in the race, the

place to first and holding that lead until there
USU head cross country coach Artie Gulden.

He finished behind Michigan’s Ben Flanagan
(28:34.53) and Alabama’s Vincent Kiprop
(28:34.99).

“It was probably one of the harder races I’ve

ever competed in,” Maggard said. “The

Alabama guys went out in 2:05 for the first
800 meters, so I was pretty blown away by

that. Overall, I’m happy with my finish. It’s the
highest finish I’ve had at a national meet.
Before the race, coach Gulden told me to

believe, so I tried to think about that when the
going got rough. I ran out of gas the last 200
or 250, but I can’t complain.”

That run, along with a sixth-place finish in

the 5,000-meter run (13:57.4), helped the

decorated senior earn First-Team All-American

honors for the first time in his career. Maggard
will leave Utah State holding seven combined
indoor and outdoor school records and nine
All-American selections.

Gudmundsson, who made his final throw in

the javelin about the same time as Maggard
finished his final run, earned USU’s other

top-three finish with his third-place throw of
76.37 meters.

The native of Iceland received his second

straight First-Team All-American honor after
placing sixth in the 2017 outdoor finals.

“It was an overall improvement from last

year, so that’s good,” Gudmundsson said. “I

have just got to come back next year and work
hard over the fall and indoor season and come

PHOTO COURTESY OF WADE DENNISTON/USU ATHLETICS
Junior Cierra Simmons celebrates with University of Utah athlete
Grayson Murphy after running in the 3000m steeplechase.

back and throw farther.”

First-year track and field coach Matt Ingebrit-

sen said the sophomore thrower would likely

be “disappointed in how he threw” with five of
his six throws ending up as fouls, but said

having him and Maggard walk away with a
pair of third-place finishes was “pretty
special.”

Simmons became the first female in USU

history to earn All-American honors in the
outdoor season, taking home a First-Team

see “ALL-AMERICAN” on PAGE 7
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NEWS

Spin scooter-share pilot ends after 5 days at USU
By Carter Moore
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Five days after arriving on campus, the

the public relations and marketing office, his

Spin are no longer allowed at Utah State

happening, nor that it was cancelled prema-

electric assisted scooters from California-based
University.

According to Margaret McCarthy, Aggie Blue

office was not aware the scooter pilot was
turely.

“After the bikes came, myself and Alexi Lamb

Bikes program coordinator and the liaison

(Sustainability office, USU) did two presenta-

made by USU’s Risk Management office and

said. “A lot of higher-up people were in this

between Spin and Utah State, the decision was
USU police. They cite university policy 509.2.2
which prohibits motorcycles and motorized

scooters from operating on university walk-

tions to various administrators,” McCarthy
meeting; perhaps risk management wasn’t
there, which could be part of the issue.”

McCarthy said multiple administrators, vice

ways. This was confirmed in an email from

presidents, and campus leaders were in the

affairs.

the scooter-share program.

Eric Olsen, associate vice president for student
“I think when this policy was written, it

meeting, and none of them raised issue with
“Spin works really hard to make sure they

probably meant mopeds and Vespas, what you

operate where they have permission,” McCar-

scooter, but did not specify push scooters with

McCarthy reinforced the strong partnership

would normally think of as a motorized

electric assist, which is what Spin scooters
are,” McCarthy said.

The university has no written policy against

other electric vehicles such as hoverboards,

e-bikes, or self-propelled skateboards, but did
not respond to requests for comment for this
story.

“These issues were brought to our attention

today, and because we are always sensitive to
the concerns of our university and city

partners, we took immediate action to end the
scooter pilot,” stated Ted Sweeney, Spin’s

campus partnership lead, in a press release.

According to Tim Vitale, executive director of

thy said.

between Spin and USU, and said they are still
operating the popular Spin bike-share pilot

program that began in March. She is hopeful
that the university will reach an agreement

with Spin, or at least re-evaluate the walkway
policy.

“There’s a plethora of electric and motor

assisted vehicles moving around this campus

every single day on walkways,” McCarthy said.
“The university policies have not caught up to
all the modes of transport that there are
today.”

While the university policies don’t currently

allow the scooter-share program to continue,

PHOTO BY Carter Moore
Spin, the California-based bike-share company, expanded the bike-sharing program at Utah State to include scooters in late May. The scooters were banned from campus five days after they arrived due to university policy. The bike-sharing program remains at Utah State.

McCarthy reiterated that the program was still
an exciting way to test a new product.

“I still am really excited that we did launch

scooters posed a safety risk, but only cited the
university policy.

“I’m frustrated,” she said. “I wish that this

this in the first place. It got people really

university had a more cohesive active trans-

more electric assisted vehicles on campus,”

was the infrastructure to keep all users of all

excited, and I’m hopeful that there will be

she said. “I think [electric assist vehicles] help
people who may be too intimidated, not feel
that they are a bike person, or are disabled
and need help getting around campus.”

McCarthy said that the risk management

office did not directly say whether or not the

portation management team, and I wish there
vehicles safe, whether they are in the road or
in the walkways.”

—carter.moore@aggiemail.usu.edu
@carterthegrreat

Torrey Green trial update
The former USU football player’s trial moved to January

The Utah Statesman file photo
By Spencer Burt
NEWS COPY EDITOR

Former Utah State University football player

Torrey Green will stand trial for multiple rape
charges starting Jan. 4, Judge Brian Cannell
announced Tuesday in Utah’s First Judicial
District Court.

Green was scheduled to begin his first trial

March 19, but it was postponed when the

court ruled to consolidate Green’s seven cases

into two and move the trial to Box Elder

might be difficult to gather a full jury and

attorney, Skye Lazaro.

holiday season, so he proposed waiting until

County. Both came at the request of Green’s
Green and Lazaro stood before Cannell for a

review hearing Thursday morning to schedule
the first trial date. The trial would take three

full weeks, Cannell said, and the soonest date

witnesses for three full weeks around the

9 a.m. from Jan. 4-25. Cannell scheduled it to

after the new year. Neither Lazaro nor

Luther King Jr. Day Jan. 21. He also sched-

Spencer Walsh, the prosecuting attorney,
voiced concerns over the decision.

Cannell then addressed Green, saying he

that he, the defense, the prosecution and a

understands that he wants to get the trial over

that amount of time would be around

possible. Green has been held in the Cache

Box Elder courtroom would be available for
Thanksgiving. Cannell pointed out that it

Green’s trial will take place every weekday at

with sooner but that January was the soonest
County Jail without bail since October 2016.

begin on a Friday to make up for Martin

uled a pre-trial conference Nov. 27 at 10 a.m.
–spencerburt@aggiemail.usu.edu
@SpencerABurt

PAGE 3

JUNE 12, 2018

Subway might come to Utah State

e

PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Taco Time will be moving into The Hub’s main cafeteria area and its old window, currently boarded up, will possibly be the home of a new Subway. It will instead face inward as to not crowd the hallway.
By Carter Moore
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Once a bowling alley and pool hall, the Hub
is one of Utah State University’s most popular
destinations for a cup of joe, a study break, or
simply a place to sit down. To keep up with
demand and expand food options, however,
the Hub will be getting a major facelift in time
for the 2018-19 school year.
“One of the major changes that you will see
when students come back will be how much
we opened the Hub up,” said Alan Andersen,
the director of USU dining services. “It will be
much more of a traditional food court.”
The Hub will remain closed for the summer
during construction, and it will reopen in the
fall.
While there is not yet an official contract,
Andersen said students can expect to see one
of the most popular food chains in America
joining the Hub: Subway.
“The contract is still in negotiations,”
Andersen said. “But if not Subway, another

sandwich shop will be there for sure.”
The sandwich shop will be set up where Taco
Time was previously, but will instead face
inward as to not crowd the hallway.
For those who thought they may need to
protest Taco Time being closed, Andersen was
quick to calm fears.
“Taco Time will be returning, however in a
different form,” he said. “We are actually
doubling our capacity with Taco Time because
it was a great success outside the Hub.”
Andersen said Taco Time will be where the
pizza window and Teriyaki Bull were before,
and will have new menus, two cash registers
and two separate stations to expedite the
process.
“We’re looking to put an in-house Chinese
buffet here,” Andersen said, gesturing to the
spot where the sandwich shop was previously,
“something that we don’t have very much of
on campus.”
Andersen said the demand for Asian food

options has been increasing, and he hopes the
new restaurant will cater to that demand.
“The Scotsman’s corner will remain,”
Andersen said. “There will be the front grill
and the back grill still, but we are hoping to
change up the fixings corner to provide more
options.”
One of the complaints being addressed
directly, Andersen said, was the long lines for
the cashiers. He said customers will pay for
their food at the individual food stations with
the remodel.
Jaime Bradford, associate director of retail
operations for Dining Services, also expressed
excitement for the new Hub changes.
Down the hall from The Hub, Andersen said
the Quick Stop will be changed around as well
— some candy and other items from the Hub
will be moved there, as well as some new
grab-and-go options.
Meanwhile, outside by the fountains,
students may notice a blue food truck embla-

zoned with the Dining Services logo.
“We originally purchased the food truck for
football,” Bradford said. “We’ve used it for
some more special events as well.”
The food truck originally served as a secondary kitchen and concession stand at football
games, but Bradford said after serving street
tacos for a College of Humanities and Social
Sciences event, they realized the potential for
the truck, which became fully operational
June 4.
Overall, the Hub’s changes aim to make it
easier, more accessible, and meet the needs of
more students, Andersen said.
“We are trying to stay on top of everything
that is going on,” he said.
—carter.moore@aggiemail.usu.edu
@carterthegrreat
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STUDENT LIFE

Aggies’ unique summer jobs
with and without and we usually end up

taking less every year. The drives are long and
awful, but living in new places and experienc-

ing new things is always a plus. We have lived
in DC, Las Vegas, Chicago and Connecticut,
each place we have lived always has some
awesome things to offer.”

Being away from Logan brings it challenges,

but for those who work hard, according to
Nate, it can be really rewarding.

“Honestly, the money was the most appealing

thing. Being able to not work during the

school year and just focus on school was

motivation to give it a try,” Nate said. “The

worst part is the long hours you have to put

into the job. The whole summer we are away

from family and there is very little time except
for on the weekend to relax or do anything.”
Nate described the daily routine of his job.

He meets with his team in the morning where
they discuss how to work better and be

motivated for the summer. Then he drives out

to his specific area. He knocks doors all day till
dark, Monday through Saturday.

“I would definitely recommend trying

summer sales, I think it’s an experience

everyone should give a shot. If you put in the
hours, it usually is pretty rewarding in the
PHOTO COURTESY OF Nate Rigby

Nate Rigby and his Fox Summer Sales Team in Connecticut after a tornado hit.

“On the daily, it depends what I am doing.”

By Shelby Black
STUDENT LIFE SENIOR WRITER

students use the summer season to get a job

and earn some cash. There are so many

different summer job opportunities available

to students. Some students move out of Logan

for their summer jobs while others stay close

to school to work on classes as well.

Jake Hansen, a USU theater major, headed to

Park City, Utah to find work this summer.

Hansen works retail at both Vans and Pacsun.
“I have the amazing opportunity to live in

Park City basically by myself. That’s a hard

thing to turn down,” Hansen said.

Working retail allows Hansen to interact with

others and help out with the many tasks in the

stores.

Olivia Lyda, a USU sophomore, decided to

that he will use later on in life.

stay in Logan during the summer. She is taking

called the drive aisle. It’s the main aisle with

on the fact that retail is a whole different kind

nanny.

ing the shelves or assisting customers. At

to become a ‘better’ people person as well as

we play for a little while, maybe a walk or

management, and the customer,” Hansen said.

nap,” Lyda said.

Hansen said. “At Vans, I normally work what’s

With a break from school, many university

end,” Nate said.

our most classic styles. I am either straightenPacSun, I am normally recovering the store. So
I reorganize and re-fold everything. Sometimes I’m in charge of setting up displays.”

Hansen pays for his own schooling so he said

he “appreciates” his paychecks much more. He
also said working retail comes with some
perks.

“The perks of working retail are probably all

the discounts you get as an employee. I’d say

another big perk is the customer interaction. It
definitely increases your people skills,” he
said.

Hansen feels that working retail has helped

shaped him as a person. It has given him skills

“I would recommend this job to others based

of job in my opinion. It definitely pushes you

have a sense of responsibility to yourself, the

A job that takes many people out of Logan for

some summer classes and works part time as a
“So every day, I feed the boy I’m watching,

some time outside, then he goes down for a
Lyda said that she appreciates the flexibility

the summer is summer sales. Kiana and Nate

and convenience of her job. She works three

this summer to sell pesticides.

needed. The pay varies, but Lyda still loves the

Rigby, USU students, moved to Connecticut
Kiana and Nate pack up their car every

summer and have lived in several different
cities doing summer sales.

“Moving across the country is a lot of

preparation. Every year before we go we pack
up everything we will need for the summer

and fit it into one small car,” Kiana said. “Over
the years we have learned what we can live

days a week and can switch those days when
job.

“If you love working with children, nannying

is one of the best ways to make money,” Lyda
said.

—shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu
@shelbsterblack

Top 5 Summer Dates in Cache Valley
By Kyle Fasching
STUDENT LIFE WRITER

Here are some of the best things to do with a

significant other, or even just some friends, in
Utah State University’s city of Logan. Logan

boasts a strong food culture but, while eating
out is always an option, it’s good to have a
variety of activities available.

1. Hike Crimson Trail

For the outdoor lovers, those who enjoy

breathtaking views or even those who want

to get active, the Crimson Trail is a fantastic

place to begin. It is a six-mile trail that has a

great view of the Wind Cave and Second Dam.
Although it is deemed a somewhat difficult

hike, the view and the sense of accomplish-

ment that comes with reaching the end will
certainly make it worth it.

2. Stargazing in the country

Stargazing on a clear night out in Newton or

any other area just outside Logan City is a
beautiful activity for a romantic date or a

potentially awesome time with friends. Taking

the time to appreciate nature and a significant
other is perfect for downtime and relaxation.

It is recommended to bring blankets, pillows,
and to have a responsible campfire where it’s
allowed.

3. Ice skating

the inner-child out of anyone.

much traction as it should is ice skating at the

occasional chances to interact with small

in regards to nature, businesses, and signifi-

for two and other specials to help bring down

area is beautiful and is a great activity daytime

Logan and participating in what it has to offer

An undervalued activity that doesn’t gain as

wildlife and exotic animals. There are even

George S. Eccles Ice Center. They offer deals

animals such as hedgehogs. The Willow Park

the price of admission and rentals. The center

activity or date.

is non-profit and local to Logan. Ice skating is
a great date experience for first-timers,

couples with mixed levels of experience, and
two experienced partners showing off their
talent to each other.

FILE PHOTO

FILE PHOTO

is a local zoo that has a large variety of

4. Zootah

Zootah, formally known as Willow Park Zoo,

5.

The Jump Zone

For a fun, not-so-romantic date, couples can

check out the trampoline warehouse, The
Jump Zone. With foam pits and indoor

trampolines, bouncing around with friends or
a significant other is a great activity for any

occasion. This place is amazing for bringing

All of these ideas should be done responsibly

cant others. Living in the beautiful city of
is a privilege and it is encouraged that

common courtesy be shown to others throughout these activities and more.
— Kylef217@gmail.com
@Kylelele_
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USU alumni launches beard products

By Carson Wolf
STUDENT LIFE WRITER

The co-owner of the beard & hair oil compa-

Riben said they also sell beard balm, which is

enough to sponsor lesser-known sporting

“Beard balm is going to be your best friend,

Highland games,” Huppi said.

for long and unruly beards, hair and skin.

ny, High Mountain Sage, Bryan Riben has a

it’s made of ingredients that give it a nice hold

been growing it since 2009, and takes pride in

protecting,” Riben said.

beard of a full 4 ½ - 6 inches long and has
the appearance of his facial hair.

“When I was growing up I would grow any

facial hair I could grow, even though it was

super wispy and not good at all,” Riben said.

Riben said he used to buy beard oils online,

which would cost him anywhere between $25
- $40 with the extra cost for shipping.

Tired of paying the extra cost, Riben looked

into how much time and work it took to make
his own beard oil products.

“It’s actually not too tough. You just have to

set aside time and be okay with buying a
larger quantity,” Riben said.

(to long beards) while also moisturizing and
And the last product is beard wax, which is

for styling mustaches and keeping the hair out

events like climbing competitions or the

Riben said he is slowly trying to start to use

local products, and he currently uses local

beeswax from Cox Honeyland, located here in
Logan.

said.

Huppi and Riben are both Cache Valley

natives, the two went to high school, studied
at Utah State and rock climb together.

“I hope High Mountain Sage becomes big

you at school, I’ll meet you at your house. I
have no problems delivering it for free.”

However, anywhere else outside of the Logan

ment where we help with the charm and the

er online, but you lose that community, that

actually the one who really pushed it,” Riben

Riben said. “I’ll meet you at a cafe, I’ll meet

products out there. Sure, you can buy it cheap-

nourish the hair, but it’s definitely more of a

“My business partner (Jonathon Huppi) was

“I’ll deliver it locally, wherever you’re at,”

and Brigham City are will have to be shipped.

is, people are working hard and making cool

styling agent,” Riben said.

Utah.

“Support local. No matter what the business

of the mouth while eating.

“There is stuff in the wax that is going to help

spot within Cache Valley or Brigham City,

closeness,” Riben said.

Riben said he’s trying to keep his company

local, he currently delivers within the Cache
Valley and Brigham City area.

“Our mission is to help create an environ-

health of Cache Valley,” Riben said.
— cawolf9290@gmail.com
@WereWolf74_

Riben said for local deliveries they email or

call the purchaser to arrange delivery or

pickup for the order. They meet them at either
their residence, a local store, or a hangout

Riben said the main reason why he decided

to make his own beard products was because

they are more expensive elsewhere and online.
“I blend everything by hand, the beard wax

and balm and oil. I make it all myself,” Riben
said.

The prices at High Mountain Sage vary

among the products, but range between $6

- $14 compared to $40 for higher-up brands.
“We’re trying to give people the best price

possible,” Riben said.

Beards used to be a survival element to add

protection to the face, but now humans don’t
use that functionality of it.

“So, really it’s a cosmetic now,” Riben said.

“If you’re going to grow your beard, take some
pride in it.”

Beginning in 2016, Riben began making

beard oil products on the side as a hobby and
giving out samples to friends.

Riben said he makes a variety of products but

his baseline product is beard oil, which gives
moisture to the hair and skin.

“As the beard grows, it’s going to suck those

natural oils the face naturally produces out,
and can actually create that itch, it’s going

help prevent that ‘beard itch,’” Riben said, “It’s

going to create a protective layer of follicles so
it won’t fade as quickly from the sun. Plus, it
can smell nice.”

“Pride” FROM PAGE 1
plan to start holding meetings for youths
age 10-14, and later they want to open up a
group for adults.
During the meetings, the CPC provides the
youth with a hot meal, counseling services,
clothes, healthcare resources and shelter
services should any of them find themselves
in need of a place to stay.
What draws most of the youth to the center,
however is the community it provides, Ferlin
said.
“We have a very religious community here
and a lot of them don’t accept our kids for
who they are and what they want to become,”
he said. “They kind of push them down and
don’t allow them to express themselves in the
appropriate way.”
Camrin Rivera, a volunteer at the CPC, said
the sense of community is strong at the
center.
“[The people that come here] feel supported
and validated and excited to be with people
they identify with, feel comfortable with,” he
said.
Rivera noticed a lack of LGBTQ+ resources
in Cache Valley when he moved here from
Salt Lake City. Being a rural space, a lot of
resources for certain populations are missed,
he said. Because Cache Valley has a smaller
population, it’s harder to get funding and do
outreach.
Even with the LGBTQ+ resources Utah
State University provides, it’s hard for people
who aren’t a part of the university to find that
sense of community in Cache Valley, he said.
Cassie Seikkula, the director of the CPC
said it’s important for USU students and
community members to know about the
center because it’s a resource that can help
people who are abused, having suicidal
thoughts or are struggling with mental
health. It’s a safe space and a place to hang
out and connect with a community.
The center is also a place where people can
go to ask questions without fear of retaliation

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRYAN RIBEN
USU alum, Bryan Riben has been working with his partner Jonathan Huppi to sell their new facial hair oils and balms made from locally grown products at the Cache Valley Gardener’s Market.

or negative energy, Seikkula said.
Seikkula grew up in Arizona where there
was a lot of diversity. She had a lot of friends
who were LGBTQ+ in high school who were
accepted and supported by her community.
When she came to Utah, she was shocked at
the difference. She remembered reading an
article about the high suicide rates in the
state and noticed how a large percentage of
teen suicides were LGBTQ+ youth.
“It broke my heart, ‘cause I couldn’t imagine
losing a single person in my life,” she said.
“And I just didn’t realize how bad it could
get.”
She said it’s sad to see a community that
says they don’t want anyone to lose a life but
refuses to support those lives. She believes
people should be allowed to make their own
choice about how to live their lives, as long as
they aren’t harming themselves or others.
Adam Fisher, a graduate student in watershed science at USU and a volunteer at CPC,
said he started volunteering because he didn’t
have a place like the center growing up and
he wanted others to have that opportunity.
“Growing up gay is hard in a straight
world,” he said.
Having support, acceptance, and love from
people, whether they are family or acquaintances, is important for the LGBTQ+
community, said Lauren Zamora-Kelso, a
CPC volunteer and a senior in business
administration and marketing at USU.
“I’m LGBTQ+ myself, and I also know
there is a lot of influence from different
religions in the valley that can make it really
hard on kids that are LGBTQ+,” Zamora-Kelso, who prefers to use the pronouns
they/them, said.
They started volunteering at the CPC
because they wanted to be that support for
kids.
“I wanted to come here and be like, ‘hey, life
might really suck right now, but it gets better
and there are a lot of people out here that
care about you, even if they hardly know
you,’” they said
Meetings at the CPC start out with every-

Volunteer Adam Fisher points to the Cache Pride Center rules in the Cache Youth Resource Center.

one gathering to talk about their weeks and
catch each other up on what’s going on. Then
dinner is served followed by check-in, this is
where everyone goes around and shares their
name, pronouns, high of the week, low of the
week, and answer a random question of the
day. Then the group has an activity or lesson.
At the end of the meeting, the kids have to
opportunity to get any resources they need
such as clothes, food, hygiene products or
more.
“My absolute favorite thing is knowing that
I’m changing these youths’ lives and giving
them a better positive outlook on the world,”
Ferlin said. “They don’t have to worry about
depression, anxieties, anything like that. They
don’t have to deal with suicide risks, they
have someone that they can reach out to and
in any time just be like ‘hey I just need to
talk,’ or ‘this is what’s going on, like, help
me.’”
The CPC is located at 596 E 900 N at the
Cache Valley Unitarian Universalists building. The 14–18 age youth group currently
meets every Friday at 5–8 p.m. The 10–14 age
youth group will be meeting every Tuesday at
5–8 p.m.

PHOTO BY Chantelle McCall

“If there’s anybody out there that feels
unsure or hesitant or scared to reach out to
Cache Pride Center to want to come to
Cache Pride Center. Don’t worry about that
because this is a safe place and really accepting,” Zamora-Kelso said.
Volunteers are always welcome at the CPC,
Seikkula said. They also accept donations of
clothings, supplies, money, food, breast
binders, and more.
On June 30, the CPC will be hosting a
pancake breakfast fundraiser 8–11 a.m. at the
First Presbyterian church at 178 West Center
Street. Admission will be $5 a person, $4 for
students and $3 for children age 5 and under.
There will be an opportunity drawing to help
raise money for the center.
“Everyone is equal, everyone is great,
everyone is awesome,”Seikkula said. “And,
just, you know, you want everyone to feel
loved and to feel amazing and to know
they’re loved and amazing, even if they don’t
realize it themselves yet.”
—miranda.lorenc@gmail.com
@miranda_lorenc
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SPORTS
Spain definitely isn’t an underdog in this one, I
could very easily see them making a run at the

championship, while at the same time an exit in
the round of 16 is about equally as believable.

Just be careful, Spain is often viewed as a “dirty
team” and one which plays the villian role in
most cases, so cheering for them means
accepting that.

If you want to follow a wildcard team who has

a very real shot, you want to cheer for a dude
named Nacho, you are that guy who never
stops hitting the slide tackle button while

playing FIFA, or you simply want to watch a

world-class defense play, Spain is the team for
you.

Belgium

I’ve heard Belgium referred to as the “paper

tiger” of this year’s World Cup, and to be

honest, that seems sort of dead on. As the

tournament approaches, this team seems to be

gathering more and more hype by the day, and
understandably so. On paper, they look VERY
good. Every position has some star power,

there’s a good mix of youth and experience,

and they are coming off of the second-best WC
showing in team history, finishing 6th in 2014.

Not only that, but the squad had an impressive
PHOTO BY Armando Franca/AP
Portugal forward Cristiano Ronaldo, right, challenging for the ball with Switerland’s Fabian Schar during the World Cup Group B qualifying match between Portugal and Switzerland at the Luz Stadium in Lisbon

World Cup: Who should you cheer for?
By Jaden Johnson
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

I typically really hate this time of year. The

NBA and NHL have both wrapped things up,

baseball is far from exciting at this point of the
season, and the football season is still just a

far-off dream. However, this year is different!
Once every four years we get to watch one of

the most exciting tournaments in all of sports
when the world’s top soccer squads get

together to compete in the World Cup. There’s
only one small problem:

After suffering a 2-1 loss to Trinidad and

Tobago (yes, you read that right) back in

October, the US failed to qualify for the World
Cup for the first time since 1986. While this is
certainly disappointing and could be a major
setback to the sport in the US, look at it this
way: you are now a free agent! That’s right,

you have no cheering obligations to any team,
and nobody can accuse you of being a bandwagon fan for choosing a squad.

Because most Americans are now team-less

and the tournament is just days away, I’ve put

together a nifty guide to help you choose which

squad you should stay up until the wee hours of
the morning cheering for and obsessing over.
Portugal

If you were cheering for the Cleveland

Cavaliers in this year’s NBA Finals and you

didn’t get enough of watching one superhuman
athlete carry an otherwise not very good team,
you may want to consider lending your
allegiance to Portugal this summer.

Cristiano Ronaldo is widely considered to be

one of the greatest, if not the greatest soccer
player in the world. His greatness carried

Portugal to a surprising championship at Euro
2016, and I say carried because much like the
LeBron/Cavs comparison I made, he really

doesn’t have much around him. While Andre
Silva and Goncalo Guedes are nice pieces,

Portugal is aging and doesn’t have much depth
or scoring help around Ronaldo. In the last

world cup they were unable to advance past the
group stage, and in the team’s history they have
only finished in the top 10 twice. All of that

aside, Portugal received a fortunate draw for
this WC, landing in Group B with Spain,
Morocco, and Iran.

If you want to watch a generational talent go

all out in what may be his final World Cup,

you’re looking for a team which has a shot at

making a deep run but is still widely considered
an underdog, or you really like Ronaldo’s hair,
Portugal is a safe bet for you.
Brazil

In the 88-year history of the World Cup, only

one team has participated in every single

tournament. That would be Brazil. While that’s

impressive, it’s even more impressive to

consider that they have won it five times, that’s

England

You know that kid in high school whose

9-0-1 run in the qualifying rounds.

However, there are a lot of questions about

consistency and whether this team can perform

on the big stage under a coach who is unproven
in the national game. In Euro 2016 they were

embarrassed by Wales, getting knocked out in
the quarterfinal round on a 3-1 loss. An aging

more than any other country in the world.

parents had a lot of money and had a lot of

defense is a concern, but an elite goalkeeper

drinks football” according to Pele, is in a bit of

house? That’s England in a nutshell. While for

ence. Midfielder Kevin De Bruyne is very fun to

world’s top soccer league, the English Premier

making ability is nearly unmatched.

ducing home-grown talent to play for the

talent and starpower, you don’t mind risking

finish in the 2014 World Cup wasn’t very

rounds, you really enjoy Belgian waffles and

a powerhouse in nearly every WC up to 2006.

so much to you, or you want to follow what

better, faster, and stronger than the 2014

might say, “brilliant” for England. As far as pure

deepest WC run in a nation’s history, Belgium

them. Neymar and Gabriel Jesus are a couple of

guys in this tournament

However, the nation that “eats, breathes, and

a dry spell the past few years, not achieving a
top-3 finish since 2002.

Brazil enters the World Cup as the favorite

according to Vegas oddsmakers (for those of

you who are into that kind of thing), and they
will be coming out with a chip on their

shoulder this year after being eliminated in the
2014 semifinals on an embarrassing 7-1 loss to
Germany. This team is widely thought to be

version, and you will have a lot of fun watching
the most electrifying players in the game, and

Brazil could be poised to hop back on top of the
soccer world.

If you’re looking for a team with superstar

talent, you want to see a ton of goals scored,

you like a good redemption story, and you don’t
mind the dirty looks and judgment that come

from cheering for one of the world’s most hated
powerhouse teams, you may want to consider
cheering for Brazil.
Germany

Are you just looking for the safe bet, and want

a team who is almost guaranteed to make a

deep run in the World Cup? Are you the kind of
person who loves dynasties and often cheers

against the underdogs? Did you find yourself
cheering for Johnny Lawrence in The Karate

Kid? Boy, do I have the perfect team for you.

While Brazil is the Vegas favorite to win the

World Cup, Germany is very close behind, and

for a good reason. The reigning champs earned

friends just because they liked to party at his

like Thibaut Courtois could make a big differ-

much of the year England is home to the

watch (and to play as in FIFA), and his play-

League, it hasn’t been quite as successful at pronational team in recent years. A 26th-place

the possibility of a total flop in the early

satisfying for the fans of a team which had been

want to give back to a country which has given

Forward Harry Kane has been, as the British

goal scorers go, I’m not sure there are many

150 Premier League

appearances for Totten-

ham, and at just 24-years
old, watch for him to

continue to break out in

the national scene in this
tournament. England is

another team who got a

nice draw, as they will face
Belgium, Tunisia and
Panama in the group

stage. If you’re looking for
a team with a rich history,
and want to watch some
great young talent try to

lead a team to victory, give
England a shot.
Spain

This one is interesting to

win this year Germany could join Brazil as the

World Cup, I have a lot of

rounds, Germany was absolutely ridiculous.

They went a perfect 10-0-0 with a +39 goal
differential. Think about that for a minute.

Forward Timo Werner is one of the top young

players in the world, and in just 10 games for

the German National Team he’s already scored
seven goals. Forward Thomas Muller is a

might just be the perfect fit.

He has scored 108 goals in

me. Spain might just be

team with the most titles. In the qualifying

could be a bit of a cinderella story and the

who are better than Kane.

their fourth title in 2014, have finished top-3 in
each of the past four tournaments, and with a

If you’re looking for a team with loads of

the wildcard of this year’s
mixed feelings about this
team. For decades Spain

had the label of the team
with elite talent and a

great system, but who

PHOTO BY Pavel Golovkin/AP
Argentina’s Lionel Messi controls the ball during the international friendly soccer match between
Russia and Argentina at the Luzhniki stadium in Moscow

consistently under-performed when it came

World Cup time. That seemingly changed when

Argentina

There is really only one reason why I would

they won the 2010 WC, but then a team with a

recommend that you cheer for Argentina in this

it past the group stage. They are a Jekyll and

me, really enjoy watching Lionel Messi play

to watch, but I would never consider betting on

Messi play that is mesmerising and almost puts

Spain has the best goalkeeper in the world in

a passive soccer fan into a diehard, and is truly

very similar roster in 2014 failed to even make

tournament, and it’s an obvious one: you, like

Hyde kind of team, and one which may be fun

soccer. There is something about watching

them.

people into a trance. He has the ability to turn

young talent who will likely be good for many

David De Gea, a 27-year-old who could make

one of the greatest to ever do it. But let’s pump

for “the little guy,” you’re the world’s biggest

ment. They also have what many may consider

versatile player who may be ready for a

breakout tournament. It’s crazy to me that

Germany isn’t considered the favorite in this

tournament, they will be a force to be reckoned
with.

If you’re looking for a team with a ton of

years to come, you don’t care about cheering
Patriots/Warriors/Crimson Tide fan, or you
usually cheer for the bad guy in movies, I
would recommend following Germany.

all the difference in the world in this tourna-

the brakes.

to be the top corps of defenders, with a

struggle in this tournament. Argentina has been

backline of Dani Carvajal, Jordi Alba, Nacho
and Gerard Pique. That’s right, they have a

dude who is named Nacho. Just Nacho. While

As fantastic as Messi is, I expect his team to

a powerhouse in the soccer world for a long

see “World Cup” PAGE 7
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selection after finishing eighth in the

3,000-meter steeplechase. She broke her own

school record of 10:12.52 with a 9:49.33 time
on Saturday.

“She ran another fantastic race to cap off the

season,” said USU assistant distance coach
Sarah Griggs. “Setting a PR and a school

record and earning first-team all-American

status is an incredible accomplishment. She
ran really tough and fought hard those last

few laps. Cierra is a great competitor and she
went out today and competed.”

s

The junior crossed the finish line 10 seconds

behind Boise State’s Allie Ostrander — who

claimed the national title for a second straight
year — in what was a loaded field of runners.

Six runners (including Simmons) set personal
records and 10 finished in under 10 minutes.
Fehlberg, who competed in the men’s

3,000-meter steeplechase, finished 15th with
a time of 8:51.14. The senior said he had to

run through pain in his final collegiate race.
“I felt pretty good before the race started,

and then a couple hundred meters in I started
to get a side ache and I kind of wanted to just
jog it in,” Fehlberg said. “But I knew this was
my last race, so I had to run with pride; run
for myself and for all those cheering for me
and supporting me along the way.”

Utah State’s third senior participant,

Lambourne, finished 16th in the 800-meter,

falling short of his goal of reaching the final
race. Both he and Fehlberg earned second-team All-American honors.

Brenn Flint was an honorable mention for

n
PHOTO BY Wade Denniston/USU Athletics
Utah State senior Dillon Maggard in the 10,000m race on Wednesday in Eugene, Ore. Maggard set a program record with a time of 28:38.36 to take third place in the event as he earned All-American honors and
helped the USU men to a 18th place finish on the weekend.

consecutive year in shot put with a throw of
13.72.

“World Cup” FROM PAGE 6
time, making it to the quarter-finals or

further in eight of the past 10 World Cups.
However, this team lost a lot of the talent
which helped it to a championship game
appearance in 2014 with only six of the

starters from that squad back for another run.
If it weren’t for a hat trick performance by

Messi against Ecuador, Argentina wouldn’t

have even qualified for the tournament. The

team went just 7-4-7 in the qualifying round.
It also doesn’t help that they will have to

compete with Croatia, Nigeria and Iceland in
the group stage, three teams which are very
capable of pulling upsets.

If you really, really, really like watching Lionel

Messi, you don’t mind rooting for a team with
a difficult path in the tournament, or you just
look good wearing baby blue and white,
Argentina might be right up your alley.
France

So you’re having a hard time choosing from

one of these teams, or you don’t feel like any
of them are a good fit for you but you still

want a team who could be competitive in this
tournament? I guess you could cheer for

France. I have a hard time getting too excited
about this team because there isn’t a ton that

jumps out about them on paper, but they very
well may be the most underrated team in this
World Cup. They are not super flashy, don’t

have nearly as much star power as some of the
other contenders, and they’ve been very

off-and-on in the WC in recent history. That

said, none of that is necessarily a bad thing.
Though they went 7-1-2 in the qualifying

rounds of the tournament, France scored just

18 goals in 10 games while finishing on top of
Group A. Again, that is not a bad thing, but it

should be interesting to see if their offense can

P keep up in this tournament. While France
n
w doesn’t have a ton of superstar talent, they do

n

All-American, placing 23rd for the second

have a whole bunch of solid players which

come together to form a great team. Watch out
for the forward duo of Antoine Griezmann and
19-year-old Kylian Mbappe to make some

noise. 24-year-old defender Samuel Umtiti is a
young talent who has been phenomenal for

Barcelona and could be a breakout player in

his first real opportunity to shine on a national
stage.

If you love low-scoring, grind-it-out kind of

games, you want to watch a team which plays
together as a team very well, you want to
watch several players who may be on the

verge of breaking out, or you enjoy watching

great teams which don’t get as much spotlight

as they deserve, you should probably cheer for
France.

PHOTO BY Chantelle McCall
First-year USU men’s basketball head coach Craig Smith at his introductory press conference in March. Smith has already inked five players to his 2018-19 recruiting class, including three junior college transfers.

Smith takes defense-first approach

USU basketball head coach Craig Smith hopes to add depth and versatility
to this year’s squad with his first recruiting class at the helm
By Jason Walker
SPORTS SENIOR WRITER

In his first recruiting class as the head coach

of the men’s basketball team, Craig Smith isn’t
hiding the direction he’s taking the program.
The five incoming players of the 2018-19

class will bring many things to the table with
diverse skill sets. However, three of them —

John Knight III, Ke’Sean Davis and Ben Fakira
— seem to have a couple of common attributes: defensive potential and versatility.

Last season the Aggies were very limited on

defense and ranked among the worst in the

Mountain West in steals (10th), blocks (9th)

and opponent’s field goal percentage (10th).

It’s clear that the former South Dakota coach
plans to fix that.

Smith said it himself in his introductory press

conference that the team would play “aggressive man-to-man defense.” To do that, a team

needs versatile defenders and USU just added
several.

Knight III is one of a couple candidates to

pair with Sam Merrill (who is no slouch on

defense himself) in the backcourt. Smith said

the defensive instincts of his new 6-foot-2

guard will “have a big impact on that end of
the floor.” The junior college transfer pro-

seven feet and has the bulk at 255 pounds to
go toe-to-toe with most NCAA centers.

With Knight III, Davis and Fakira, Coach

duced eye-popping defensive stats for a guard,

Smith is building a foundation of versatile

2.1 to go along with 1.3 steals per game.

they will bolster a lineup that already has

leading his team in blocks with an average of
Davis, another JC transfer, doesn’t have the

block or steals stats (averaged 0.3 blocks and

defenders at every level on the court. And
experience guarding out of position.

For most of the 2017-18 season, playing out

0.5 steals in 30 games) but with his athleti-

of position was a necessity for almost every-

the ability to defend multiple positions. A fact

Diogo Brito, Dwayne Brown Jr. and Quinn

cism and 6-foot-7, 225-pound frame, he has
Smith pointed out, saying it makes the

forward “a huge asset on the defensive end.”

New assistant coach Eric Peterson, who was

crucial in the recruitment of Davis, was also

the lead recruiter for the 6-foot-10 Fakira. It
was his size and defensive capabilities that
encouraged Peterson to pursue the native

one on the team. Guards and forwards like
Taylor had to play most of their minutes at

center and power forward. Assuming the bigs
are healthier this year, those players will

spend more time at their natural positions but
will be perfectly capable of guarding bigs
every now and again.

If Smith has his way, the Aggies could end up

Australian.

being a very versatile defensive unit. The only

well, defends screen and roll and is a very

able to play and/or guard at least two

“Defensively, for his size, he moves extremely

physical player,” Peterson said. “He is not
going to back down from anyone.”

Fakira has the potential to be a great

shot-blocker as he boasts an NBA-caliber

wingspan that reportedly spans more than

player on the roster that doesn’t project to be
positions is Crew Ainge. The rest will likely

have no problems adapting to Smith’s style of
defense.

@thejwalk67
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OPINION

COLUMN

THE WORLD CUP
IS HERE
AND IT’S
AWESOME
By Thomas Sorenson
OPINION CONTENT MANAGER

Editor’s Note: To submit a response to this column, or

submit a letter to the editor on a new topic, email your
submission to opinion@usustatesman.com

I’m hyped for the World Cup, and I want you to be, too.
For the nations that aren’t used to footballing success,

an appearance in the World Cup is an opportunity to
showcase their team and their country on the world
stage.

Iceland is one of the best underdog stories of this year’s

tournament after a miracle run through the 2016

European tournament earned them a spot in the World

Cup. (That epic Icelandic slow clap celebration with their
fans still gives me chills.) It’s been estimated that

upwards of eight percent of Iceland’s population was in
France for the first game of the knockout rounds while
99.8 percent of televisions in the country were tuned
in to see the historic 2-1 victory
against England.

In a world where a simple

picture of a dress can ruin friendships (it’s black and blue
if you care), that kind of unity and togetherness is
awe-inspiring.

Picking a favorite sporting event is as impossible as

choosing the best dog photo on the internet — they’re all
good boys! — but the rarity of the World Cup makes it
truly special. The month-long spectacle kicks off on

Thursday and will culminate with more than one billion

One of the wonderful aspects of the World Cup is how

easy it is to jump into the tournament without any prior
knowledge. Watch a couple of games and I guarantee
you’ll see something amazing, like Tim Cahill’s wonder-goal, the full-speed diving header by Robin van

Persie or the WAIT-DID-HE-REALLY-JUST-DO-THAT goal
by James Rodriguez in the last World Cup.

And every game is a special experience on its own. The

people watching the final game on July 15. One billion

players all talk about their pride in wearing the national

convince that many people to agree on the same channel.

extreme levels that makes every game feel special and

people! I’m not even sure a televised alien invasion could
And, while the numbers might be down slightly this year,
half the world’s population turned in at some point
during the 2014 tournament.

The Beautiful Game is the only truly global
game.

team jersey, but it’s the fans taking their national pride to
important, while the global television audience creates a
College Gameday atmosphere times 100.

Unfortunately, the United States won’t be playing in the

World Cup this year after a tumultuous and unsuccessful
qualifying campaign. I’m disappointed we won’t get the
excitement of being in the World Cup and it’s not fair

that a player as talented as Christian Pulisic will have to
watch from the outside. (It also sucks that we’ll never
get to see the memes of Chancellor Angela Merkel

staring down President Donald Trump we would have
gotten if the U.S. had made it in.)

But don’t let the absence of the United States diminish
your enjoyment of the World Cup. The next month

is going to be an awesome celebration of sports
and humanity.

I’m hyped. Let’s get hyped together.
Thomas Sorenson is a graduate
student in the MBA program.

He loves pizza, puppies, his
wife and Donovan

Mitchell, but not

necessarily in that
order.
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SAVE on Medicare Supplement Insurance! Get a FAST and
FREE Rate Quote from Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation! Compare Quotes from Major Insurance Cos. Operators
Standing By. CALL 1-855-397-7745.

——————
Chantelle McCall
photo manager

/UtahStatesman

Automotive

design@usustatesman.com

Storage
Moving? Don’t haul your things home. Storage starting at $40
per month. Call 435-755-5052 or rent online www.SouthCacheStorage.com

AARP AUTO INSURANCE
FROM THE HARTFORD
TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE
HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-527-0777
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JUNE 12 - JUNE 30

TUESDAY, JUNE 12

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13

Figure Skating Camp
9:15am
2825 N 200 E
North Logan, UT

USU Caine Dairy Field Day
9:30am
4300 S. Hwy 89
Wellsville, UT

Movie Tuesday - Sing!
2:00pm
North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N

Spanish StoryTime
10:15 am
North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N

SATURDAY, JUNE 16

MONDAY, JUNE 18

Summerfest Arts Faire
50 North Main Street
Logan, UT

Comedy Night Out -- A Nibley City Heritage
Days Event
7:00pm
455 W 3200 S
Nibley, UT

THURSDAY, JUNE 21

Summer Solstice
First day of summer begins

MONDAY, JUNE 25
Movie Monday - Black Panther
6:30pm
North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N
Stokes Nature Center Firefly Tours
9:30pm
2696 E. Highway 89
Logan, UT

Movie Monday - Early Man
6:30pm
North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

FRIDAY, JUNE 22

THURSDAY, JUNE 14
Flag Day

Canyon Conversations Humming Birds
6:00pm
2696 E. Highway 89
Logan, UT

North By North at WhySound
7:00pm
30 Federal Ave
Logan, UT

Summerfest Arts Faire
50 North Main Street
Logan, UT

Summerfest Arts Faire
50 North Main Street
Logan, UT

TUESDAY, JUNE 19

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20

Live Music at Caffe Ibis
1:00pm
52 Federal Ave
Logan, UT

Spanish StoryTime
10:15am
The North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

Movie Tuesday - Mary Poppins
2:00pm
North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N

SATURDAY, JUNE 23

Aggie Lagoon Day
10:00am
375 North Lagoon Drive
Farmington, Utah

MMA Mountain Force 3
7:00pm
2825 North 200 East
Logan, UT

Canyon Conversations Summer Solstice
6:00pm
2696 E. Highway 89
Logan, UT

Canyon Jams: Timmy the Teeth
7:00pm
2696 E. Highway 89
Logan, UT

TUESDAY, JUNE 26

FRIDAY, JUNE 15

SUNDAY, JUNE 24
Cache Singles Fireside
7:00pm
Willow Park Church
340 W 700 S
Logan, UT

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27

THURSDAY, JUNE 28

Movie Tuesday - The Princess and the Frog
2:00pm
North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

MEET YOUR SPECIAL SOMEONE

JUNE 29

TH

Seven Thirty at Night
Riverwood’s Conference Center
615 Riverwood Pkwy, Logan

SPEED DATING
presented by
get your tickets at createcouples.com

